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Introduction 
 
Bargarh District formerly comprises of two agriculture districts having six blocks each and located in 
the agro-climatic zone of western central table land with hot, humid and sub-humid climate. According to 
the 2011 census Bargarh district has a population of 1,478,883. The district has a population density of 253 
inhabitants per square kilometer. Its population growth rate over the decade 2001-2011 was 9.84 percent. 
Bargarh has a sex ratio of 976 females for every 1000 males and a literacy rate of 75.16 percent. 
The predominant economic activities of Bargarh district are cultivation, hand loom weaving, handicrafts, 
village/cottage industry and small business activities and trading of seasonal forest products. The major food 
crops of the district are paddy, groundnut, pulses, oilseeds & sugarcane. Irrigation is primarily canal-based 
or through wells and tanks. Paddy/rice cultivation is the main agricultural activity of the district.  
The present project is situated in Gaisilat block in the district of Bargarh. Gaisilat block is one among the 6 
blocks of the Padampur sub division of the district.  It may be observed that the district has two paradoxical 
situations-while one part of the district is well developed, the other part is rain-fed and agriculturally 
underdeveloped. There is occurrence of drought in every alternate year in the rain fed areas. Due to the 
frequent drought large chunk of the population migrates every year to nearing district as seasonal migrants 
for agricultural work and a fraction goes to other state as brick kiln workers in states of Andhra Pradesh, 
Tamil Nadu, Chhatisgarh, Uttar Pradesh etc. Based on the migration phenomena, a study was conducted on 
the particular migration of the youth age group from Gaisilat by Debadutta Club. 
 
About the Project area –Gaisilat block is located in the southern part of Bargarh district bordering 
Bolangir in one side and Padampur and Bijepur block in the other side. The total population of the block is 
87,163. Total number of households is 22072. The area under study is primarily backward with 11,871 
persons as Scheduled Castes and 15,758 as Scheduled Tribes. 47205 persons have migrated from different 
place from Gaisilat block (according to previous House hold base line Survey).  
Debadatta club has initiated the migration project to check the adverse impact of migration in Gaisilat block 
of Bargarh district supported by Tata Trust. The project covers 109 villages of nineteen Gram Panchayats.  
The target groups are migrant families working as skilled wage labourer, young boys and girls who are of 
school going age but dropped out, landless labourers, small and marginal farmers. 
 
Goals: Organizing the migrant workers, their families for improving livelihoods, social security & capacity 
building in an integrated approach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Objective of the Project- 

• To conduct village and Panchayat survey and indentifying migrants, their families and registration. 
• To develop data base and profiling of 19 proposed Panchayats of Gaisilat  blocks.   
• To impart skill development training among school dropout and unskilled migrant youth for creating 

better livelihood opportunities.  
• To organized legal awareness programs for migrant families and migrant workers at community 

level. 
• To sensitize elected PRI members for supporting migration services.   
• To create mass awareness on HIV/AIDS, general health and malnutrition among migrant workers 

and their families including other vulnerable communities.   
• To create awareness among migrant families on the importance education, financial inclusion and 

financial literacy.    
• To link up with destination services - visiting destinations, ID registration,  counseling and problems 

sharing with migrants 

•  To organized block level workshop on migration issues with the involvement of District Labour 
Officer, Labor Inspector, other district officials, PRIs and Media.  

• To establish better relationship with different government departments, like minded local NGOs and 
PRI members for supporting migration services and advocacy issues.   

 
Target Group-All migrant families of Gaisilat Block 
The key concept under preparation of a study report about Youth Migrant is to analyze the real situation of 
migrant youth and its family members. When adverse conditions at source place initiated migration from 
western Odisha, the entire family was a migrant unit. Natural calamities forced families to join brick kilns as 
labourers. At the time of the baseline survey, it was found that youth-led migration was a sizeable proportion 
of the total migrant numbers. People in the age group of 18-30 constituted a major portion of migrants 
moving to Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. At the 
destination, they stay alone or in communities. There they are exploited physically, financially by their 
employers. 
 
In order to ascertain the exact condition of the migrants at the destination, Debadutta Club conducted a 
survey and a subsequent report on the same.  The variables included in the study were the family status, 
educational details, marital status, social details, reason for migration, occupation at destination, payment 
system, age period, duration of migration have been studied in the report. 
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